WALKING DISTANCE TO TRANSIT — FACTS & SOURCES

AGREEMENT BY RESEARCH AND CONSENSUS

* High access to public transit (PuT) is one of the key factors to reduce
dependence on private vehicles 13
o To improve access to PuT, improvements must be made in
walking catchment areas to transit stops 123
= Short walks increase the probability of using PuT for
commutes 213
= Walking behavior is influenced by availability of walking
pathways 1313

* People are willing to walk further/longer for faster rail services (train or
subway) than for bus or tram services 12451215
o Walks are longer on the workplace side than on the home side 2

* Most people are willing to walk 5-10 minutes or approximately % to %
mile to a transit stop 56891224
o If you chose a single walking distance standard for all situations
or transit oriented development (TOD), 400 meters (% mile)
walking distance of PuT is recommended 345613
o However, if you vary distance from transit by service mode
= 400 meters or % mile is most commonly applied for bus
and tram (trolley) service 356121315
*» Less than 10% of transit users said they would walk 15
minutes (3/4 mile) to take a bus:
= 800 meters of % mile is most commonly applied for heavy
rail or a train station, including by the U.S. Department of
Transportation 2712131821



In California, distance to transit makes a big difference
O Only 15.9% of residents who live within % mile of San Diego
transit options use it w0
= 13.5% take bus
= 1.6% take street car (trolley)
= 0.8% take train
o Beyond that /2 mile, transit usage falls by 74% to 4.2% 1

Even the CA Department of Health believes % mile is the optimal and
healthy distance for a PuT walkshed

San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG)
O Scores transit access “within a comfortable %-mile walk of a
transit corridor, or a transit stop”
o Recommends the walking “catchment area” as “conveniently
accessible within 5-minutes of each transit station by foot” 2
o Considered transit equity within a 5-minute walkshedz2

In the San Diego region, most people walk to/from PuT

O In 20152
= 88%/90% walk
= 9%/7% come/go via auto
= 3% roll via bike, skateboard, etc.
+» Males were 70% more likely to roll vs. females
= 0.3% travel via wheelchair

O In 2019w
= 97%/89% walk
= 2%/10% come/go via auto
= 1%/2% roll via bike, skateboard, etc.
= 1.5%/.8% come/go via transit/air (long distance mode)



® In San Diego, per MTS: "Passengers are typically willing to walk
between a quarter mile and a half of a mile from a transit station to
their destination; this range varies based upon factors such as route
frequency, neighborhood walkability, lighting, and security." 20

* As a causal factor, density itself is a weak predictor of transit usage 121317
o Density plus transit provides a precondition for other factors that
can reduce driving
o Higher density is often thought to be a precondition to produce
higher transit usage. However, CA and San Diego specifically
already have some of the densest urbanized areas (UZAs) in the
U.S., yet still ridership falls below less dense UZAs in the country.

17

DESPITE OUR DENSITY, TRANSIT USE IS COMPARATIVELY LOW

Higher density is often thought to be a condition for better transit, theoretically producing higher use. However, California already
has some of the most dense UZAs in the country, yet still ridership falls below many less dense UZAs in the country. In California,
only San Francisco-Oakland is competitive.
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= Only 3.8% of San Diegans commute via public transit. 27

* “Dense development beyond walking distance from transit does not
support ridership and may actually detract from it if existing transit
services are rerouted in an inefficient manner” to accommodate larger

catchment. 3



There are no data to suggest that people are going to
* Walk further than %- % mile (bulk of PuT users)

* Significantly increase bike trips to transit
O Buses carry only two bikes
o Trolleys carry only one to two bikes per car
O Only approximately secure 700 bike parking spaces at PuT in San
Diego County; reserved for regular commuters28

* Significantly increase other “rolling” trips to transit

There are no data to support making the Sustainable Development
catchment areas % to 1 mile from public transit.

* Doing so will create density in unwalkable neighborhoods, increasing
o Urban sprawl
o VMT
o Congestion
O GHG emissions

* Doing so will not
O Increase transit adoption
o Create compact, walkable neighborhoods
O Create the concentrated mass needed to sustain economic
development
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